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Meetings  Third Thursday of month, Ground floor, Wadham House, 52 Wadham Parade, Mt Waverley (Melways Map 61 E12) Commencing 8pm

APS Waverley Group Events Other Events

JUNE   Thursday 17  th   commencing 8:00pm  
Graham Oliver – “Warrnambool Gardens”
Meeting in Wadham House!!

JULY   Thursday 15  th   commencing 8:00pm  
Annual General Meeting + Marlee Petrie “Perth to Albany”

AUGUST   Thursday 19  th   commencing 8:00pm  
Christine Larkin - “Hakeas”

SEPTEMBER   Thursday 16  th   commencing 8:00pm  
Grand Plant Table
Bring samples of plants in flower.

OCTOBER   Thursday 21  st   commencing 8:00pm  
Mirini Lang – “Small Garden Design”  

NOVEMBER   Thursday 18  th   commencing 8:00pm  
“In The Wild”
Member’s photos of their gardens and travels. 

DECEMBER   Date / venue TBA  
End of year breakup

Other Events

JUNE   26  th   & 27  th   10 am – 4 pm  
APS Ballarat Winter Flower Show
Flower show, plant sales etc. 
Robert Clark Centre, 
Ballarat Botanic Gardens, 
Gilles Street, Ballarat.

SEPTEMBER     4  th  
APS Wilson Park (Berwick) Plant Sale
Wilson Botanic Gardens, Berwick. 

SEPTEMBER   11  th    & 12  th     10 am – 4 pm  
APS Yarra Yarra Australian Plants Expo
Eltham Community & Reception Centre, Eltham.

SEPTEMBER     25  th   and 26  th  
APS Grampians Group host APS Victoria COM Meeting

OCTOBER     2  nd   and 3  rd  
APS Grampians Group Pomonal Native Flower Show
Pomonal Hall

OCTOBER   9  th   9 am - 4 pm  
APS Echuca Moama Native Flower Showcase
Echuca Masonic Lodge Hall
426 High Street, Echuca. 
A huge flower display, plant sales, floral art, Native Bonsai,
basket weaving and other displays and demonstrations. 

OCTOBER   16  th     
APS Mitchell Annual Flower Expo and Sale
Memorial Hall, Kilmore.

OCTOBER 23  rd   & 24  th     10 am – 4 pm  
APS Ballarat Spring Flower Show
Robert Clark Centre, Ballarat Botanic Gardens, 
Gilles Street, Ballarat. 

NOVEMBER     13  th   and 14  th     
Garden DesignFest
Metro Melbourne & Mornington Peninsula

NOVEMBER     20  th   and 21  st     
Garden DesignFest
Regional Victoria: Ballarat, Euroa, Geelong and Macedon 
Area.

ALL EVENTS HELD ONLY IF PERMITTED BY
HEALTH REGULATIONS.

PLEASE CONFIRM WITH EVENT ORGANISER
THAT EVENT DETAILS HAVE NOT CHANGED. 

• Membership fees fall due 30th June
     Renewal form (sent separately) accompanies this newsletter
     You must be a financial member to vote at the Annual General Meeting

• Notice of Annual General Meeting + Proxy Form
     Accompanies this newsletter

• Nomination Form for Positions on The 2021/22 Committee
     Accompanies this newsletter

Stories & photos of native plants urgently needed - Can you help?

Please email them to   graham.oliver.au@gmail.com

Arthropodium
strictum
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  JACQUES-JULIEN HOUTOU DE LABILLARDIÈRE – French botanist who recorded the flora of Australia
A friend recently visited Esperance in Western Australia and sent me this
photograph which whet my appetite to discover more about Labillardière
and the little-discussed French contribution to recording the botany of
Australia.

Born in Normandy in 1755, Labillardière was sent to England to study the
exotic plants in cultivation there.  While in England he established an
enduring friendship with Sir Joseph Banks which proved to be invaluable
later.

In 1791 he was appointed naturalist to Bruni d'Entrecasteaux's expedition to
discover the fate of La Pérouse’s lost ships.  D'Entrecasteaux failed to find
any trace of the missing expedition, but in their search his ships visited the
site of Esperance in Western Australia and Tasmania where Labillardière
collected zoological, botanical and geological specimens.

While the expedition was exploring Oceania, the French Revolutionary Wars broke out in Europe, and when the ships reached
Java, Labillardière's collections which contained more than 4000 plants, of which three-quarters were previously unknown, 
were seized by the British as spoils of war.  Fortunately Labillardière had an ally in Joseph Banks, who campaigned for the 
return of the collections. In 1796 Banks’ lobbying succeeded, and Labillardière was able to analyse what he had collected and 
write up his work.

His publications “Novae Hollandiae Plantarum Specimen”, written in 
1804-1807 is recognised as the most complete written description of 
Australian flora at the time, and his “Relation du Voyage à la Recherche 
de La Pérouse” contains valuable descriptions of the lands and peoples 
the expedition visited, including detailed accounts of the appearance and 
ways of the Australian Aboriginals.

Labillardière is commemorated in over one hundred published plant 
names, and as “one of the first naturalists who made known the peculiar 
vegetation of the southern countries”.  His herbarium survives and is now
part of the Museo di Botanica at the Museo di Storia Naturale di Firenze, 
University of Florence.   

Labillardière died in 1834.

 SEEN IN KANIVA WESTERN VICTORIA  
Recently I visited the town of Kaniva in western Victoria where I saw this Pandorea
jasminoides growing up a communication tower.  It reminded of the story of Jack in The
Bean Stalk, but also demonstrated what a colourful climber this plant can be.

While P. jasminoides comes from tropical Australia it survives well
in southern Australia provided it is given sufficient moisture and frost
protection when young.  

Desirable for its aesthetic appearance with year-long foliage and
long-lasting floral displays, the vigorous growth of P. jasminoides is
also an advantage for screening along fences or climbing on pergolas
and trellises. It mixes well with natives and exotics and is very hardy
in tropical to semi-tropical regions. Pruning after flowering can

restrain growth and plants respond well to hard pruning.

Graham Oliver



 VISIT  TO  GEORGE  PENTLAND  GARDENS,  FRANKSTON 
Our Group enjoyed an afternoon outing at the George Pentland Gardens in Frankston,
on May 20th.  These Gardens cover about ten hectares and lie adjacent to the
Frankston General Hospital.  Our guide for the outing was Angus Hardeman,
horticulturalist and Team Leader,  who led the walk of one and a half hours.  

These Gardens were named after George Pentland
who was Town Clerk and gave service to Frankston
Council for thirty-six years.   Until 1975, a nine-hole
golf course covered the site, and even today it is easy
to picture where the fairways would have been.  The
Gardens are comprised of a wide range of native
plants spread over the gently undulating land; the
focus is on plant communities from the Mornington Peninsula.  There are also many very old 
trees, remnants from much earlier times:  Banksia marginata and B. integrifolia and a very 
old B. serrata, with stunning gnarled trunk;  also a number of ancient coastal tea-trees and an 
aged Agonis flexuosa, ‘snow in summer’.

Angus set off in the soft misty rain, which actually added a subdued attraction to the gardens, 
and told us that there were five staff and two apprentices involved in this Council-owned and 
run park, and every day there are two on duty.   The lawns are mown once a month and this 
job takes two full days.  But it is by no means mostly lawn;  paths wander across the land 
and, at its lowest point, there is a pond or wetland, and a rocky waterway.   Every corner 
creates a new vision of a different plant habitat.   We saw a large spread of Tetragonia 

implexiconica alongside an fenced-off area of regeneration.    

In full flower was Backhousia citriadora and several native hibiscus, Solanum lanciniatum, in full flower.  Senna 
artemisioides was a splash of yellow.  Spotted several Doryanthes excelsa Gymea;  they will be stunning when in flower.   
Most members sampled the fruit of the Illawarra Plum, Podocarpus elatus, which was covered in ripe fruit – not the sweetest 
of fruit!    A Bunya Pine was nearby and Angus said this pine produces tasty fruit; a female cone can weigh over 10kg.  There 
was also a prolific growth of ‘Warrigal greens’,   Tetragonia tetragonioides, which is referred to as native spinach and is 
native to Australia and New Zealand.  Rich in oxalates, it should be blanched before eating and is useful in salads and soups.  
It is an excellent ground cover and pot herb.

Angus said that part of new design will be the establishment of an area to be grown with NSW plants: Bunya pines and 
Moreton Bay Figs and ‘turpentines’.   Near the end of the walk we saw a beautiful rich orange-flowered Melaleuca fulgens.     
A secluded fern gully also comprised totems of various carvings.   Something for everyone.  There was also a healthy 
specimen of a Wollemi Pine; not a true pine but related to Agathis, in the family Araucariaceae – classified as critically 
endangered in the wild, but a Recovery Plan has been established which includes successful cloning of this species.

We thanked Angus for a most interesting tour;  the residents of Frankston are indeed fortunate to have such a park in their 
midst.  We may even take up Moira’s suggestion and return in spring, for a quite different floral perspective.

Virginia Barnett

  RIDDIFORD  ARBORETUM BROKEN  HILL Z
Recently Virginia Barnett and Jenny Kelso ventured up to Broken Hill.  Here is Virginia’s report on a gem they discovered ...

Spread across the brindle landscape of Broken Hill City and suburbs are many little pockets of green, but
only one botanical garden specialising in native plants.  This was in Galena Street, just round the corner
from where we stayed in Talc Court,  two doors away from the prison!  Streets are named after metals,
minerals and compounds and the desert country lies only a few minutes away in any direction you may
care to go.

Riddiford Arboretum covers a few acres of land and features trees and shrubs from the region as well as
Broken Hill’s and South Australia’s floral emblem, Sturt’s Desert Pea.  The  garden is named after Walter
Riddiford, Mayor of Broken Hill from 1949 – 62, and is a tribute to Albert Morris, a local self-taught
botanist who was responsible for establishing the regeneration reserves around the city.  It is said the
plants in those reserves hold down the local dust and greatly reduce the effects of the dust storms that
turn day into night.

Banksia serrata



You might call this  park an oasis.  It is not large, a few acres, but carefully planned
and planted to create a natural effect, focusing on the grey-foliaged plants such as 
eremophila and saltbush.  To escape the flatness of the site, a small hillock had 
been developed roughly in the centre, with  an assortment of ground covers and 
grasses, and a simulation of a rocky creek bed had grasses and wattles, none of 
which were named, unfortunately.  The wire-leaf mistletoe (Amyema preissii) was 
nestled in a wattle.  This hemi-parasitic plant was in full bloom – red and orange  - 
and made an attractive contrast.   Regional eucalypts  were planted at random and 
there was a good assortment of hakeas, melaleucas and leptospermums.  Not a lot 
in flower at this time of year, but overall, the arboretum was a well designed park 
and a chance for visitors to the region to see what  plants would have proliferated  
not so very long ago.

Virginia Barnett

 IN FLOWER NOW  

Anna Kane’s Garden

Acacia aphylla is commonly known as the leafless rock wattle or twisted
desert wattle.  It is a rare plant known only from one population in the
Darling Ranges east of Perth and another near Northam in south-western
Western Australia. 

In cultivation it requires well drained soil and full or part sun.

Anna’s specimen  was planted a few years ago and is about 1.5m x 1.5 m.
To try and keep it in shape Anna gives it a cut back each year.

Marg Duncan’s Garden

Grevillea Mount Tamboritha Scaevola Mauve Clusters Hakea Burrendong Beauty

The cream with the pink makes the 
flower stand out more. Full sun to part 
shade.

Grows easily by taking clumps of it 
from the original and burying them in 
the ground.  Also sends out new plants 
from time to time.

Always striking. Cuttings strike readily.



Templetonia retusa prostrate

Hypocalymma xanthopetalum 

Correa Autumn Blaze

Love the orange and gold and the grey 
green leaves look good all year round. 
Full sun.

Flowers throughout the year.  Sun to 
dappled shade.

Flowers from April to July.  Sunny or 
part shade.

Sandy Wearn’s Garden

Banksia spinulosa Grevillea rosmarinifolia Crowea exalata rubra
Flowering after 7 years.  Trees were cut 
back recently and it now has more light. 

An old favourite. Purchased from Kuranga in January and 
still flowering brightly.

Diana Droog’s Garden

Stylidium armeria Hakea nodosa 



  BITS AND PIECES

On a recent visit to the RBG South Yarra Jenny Kelso
photographed this Stenocarpus sinuatus which is commonly
known as a Firewheel Tree.

The common name comes from the flowers which have a
wheel-like arrangement.   One of Australia's most spectacular
trees, in nature it grows to about 30 metres but it is usually
smaller in cultivation. 

The flower clusters are seen in summer through to autumn.

It can be grown readily from either seed or cuttings.  Plants
grown from seed may take 7 years or more to flower.
Cutting-grown plants propagated from mature flowering
plants usually flower in 3-4 years.

Recently a friend of mine visited the south west coast of Western Australia around Esperance and Albany.  He was impressed 
by the native flowers he saw and sent me these snaps.

 COMMITTEE
Leader Jenny Kelso 9889-1195
Secretary Virginia Barnett 9803-4502
Treasurer Gavin Cole 0418 543 956
Newsletter Graham Oliver 0418 359 067
Librarian Geoff Schroder 9882-5213

Heather Maplesden 9803-5142
Sandra Wearne 0413 667 368

 SUPPER ROSTER
June 17th Anna Kane & Mirini Lang

July 15th Sandy Wearne & Moira Bainbridge

Please swap if unable to attend
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